THE  AUTOCRATIC  EMPIRE
by being placed under martial law, but in the agricultural regions
of the centre and south, which took up arms in defence of the
Constitution. The Government took advantage of this to pose as
the defender of social order against the alleged threat of a 'Jac-
querie' on the part of the 'Reds', the enemies of society. The mea-
sures of repression adopted were very severe; more than twenty-
six thousand people were arrested, and many thousands deported
to Algeria.
These measures left the republican element with an irrecon-
cilable hatred for those responsible for the coup d'Jtat; the 'victims
of the 2nd of Devember9 formed the nucleus of an uncompromising
opposition to the Empire. On the other hand, fear of social revo-
lution rallied almost all the 'party °f order' and the clergy to the
side of Louis Napoleon. Nobody was left in opposition but the
Legitimist nobles, a very small handful of bishops, and the personal
friends of the Orleans family, who were angered at the confiscation
of the princes' property. The plebiscite of 1851, conducted on the
basis of universal suffrage in order to obtain public endorsement
for the coup d'ttat, and repeated in 1852 in order to obtain sanc-
tion for the restoration of the Empire, was merely a formal recog-
nition of the principle of the sovereignty of the people.
jthe autocratic empire
Officially, the political system established by the Constitution of
January 1852, assumed the guise of a return to the regime of
Napoleon I, like which it was theoretically based upon the con-
stituent power of the people exercised through the medium of a
plebiscite. In point of fact, however, all real powers centred in the
President* The ministers were responsible to him alone and might
not be members of either assembly, or even enter it; the Constitu-
tion expressly condemned the parliamentary regime. The absolute
personal power of the head of the State was merely veiled by a
constituent Senate appointed by him and a Corps Ugislatif (Legis-
lative Body) of deputies elected by universal suffrage,
The decree organizing the electoral system was drawn up by
a minister ignorant of the previously existing procedure.   He
preserved the secret ballot and the use of voting-papers, but
transferred the scene of it to the chief town of the commune and
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